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O 15091 1Z MAY 75 
FM AMEMBASSY BANGKOK 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 4230 
SECDEF WASHDC IMMEDIATE 
CINCPAC HON IMMEDIATE 
USSAG 7AF IMMEDIATE 

SECRET BANGKOK 8822 

E.O. 11652: XGDS-3 

TAGS: MILI, MOPS, TH 

SUB J : SINKING OF CAMBODIAN SHIPS 

1. DURING COURSE OF MORNING MAY 15, RTG SPOKESMAN 
TOLD PRESS US PLANES THAT HAD SUNK CAMBODIAN SHIPS 
DURING MAYAGUEZ ACTION WERE NOT RPT NOT BASED IN 
THAILAND. THAI MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS SUBSE- 
QUENTLY CONTACTED US IN HOPE OF CONFIRMING THIS, 

SAYING INFORMATION ON WHICH STATEMENT WAS BASED HAD 
BEEN SUPPLIED BY SUPREME COMMAND. 

2. WE CONTACTED SUPREME COMMAND AND ASCERTAINED THAT 
IT HAD IN FACT SUPPLIED SUCH INFORMATION TO MFA. 

3. AFTER TELLING SUPREME COMMAND HOW WE PROPOSED 
HANDLE MATTER WITH MFA, WE ADVISED MFA THAT WE WERE 
UNABLE TO CONFIM OR DENY STATEMENT THAT AIRCRAFT IN 
IN QUESTION WERE NOT THAI-BASED. WE POINTED OUT THAT 
CARRIER CORAL SEA HAD ALSO BEEN IN AREA, AND THAT IN 
HEAT OF ACTION, IT WAS DIFFICULT TO ASCERTAIN WHAT 
PLANES HAD COME FROM WHERE. WE EXPRESSED VIEW THAT 
GOVERNMENT SPOKESMAN SHOULD NOT FURTHER BOX HIMSELF 
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OF HIS OWN, SAYING HE HAD BEEN ADVISED BY U.S. CHARGE 
THAT PLANES HAD COME FROM "VARIOUS BASES IN AREA." 

4. RTG IS OBVIOUSLY SEEKING TO MINIMIZE DAMAGE THAT 
ENTIRE MAYAGUEZ EPISODE WILL ALMOST CERTAINLY 
CAUSE, NOT ONLY TO THAILAND'S RELATIONS WITH CAMBODIA 
AND VIETNAM, BUT ALSO TO THAI-US RELATIONS. ALTHOUGH 
WE RECONGIZE DIFFICULTY, WE URGE THAT U.S. OFFICIAL 
SPOKESMEN SEEK TO OBSCURE ORIGIN OF U.S. TACTICAL 
AIRCRAFT THAT SANK CAMBODIAN SHIPS. 

WHITEHOUSE 
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